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Introduction

ESPON supports policy development in relation to the aim of territorial cohesion
and a harmonious development of the European territory. It provides comparable
information, evidence, analysis, and scenarios on territorial dynamics, which

reveal territorial capitals and development potentials of regions a nd larger
territories . Considering the programme area in its European context adds an
important new  perspective that can help shaping the programming and the places

of implementing projects

The ESPON TERREVI project focuses on producing evidence for Structural Funds
programmes with the aim to support the development of the programmes to be
carried out in the 2014  -2020 period.

One milestone of this work consists in presenting selected ESPON r esearch pieces
in easy -to-understand factsheets for all territorial cooperation programme areas.

The aim is to provide the reader with preliminary insight on type s of territorial
evidence ESPON holds at hand with regard to the possible investment prioritie s of
future programmes. The factsheets certainly only give a first glimpse rather than

fully present the work of the large number of ESPON projects that are currently

underway. Likewise, each programme area includes diverse development

potentials and chall enges, which needs targeted information search. However,
hope fully this factsheet will contain information , benchmarking the programme
area in its larger, territorial context, that is of interest and help to better
understand the programme area and to navigate within the richness of ESPON
material available.

In addit ion to the programme factsheets there will be a number of specific
programme case studies illustrating how ESPON material can be used to support
the development of future programmes e.g. by giving a comparative European

dimension to the envisaged SWOTSs. These case studies will be carried out in early
2013.

This factsheet is structured in three main parts. The first part  presents a selection
of indicators that help comparing the situation of the programme area in question
with the European average, the average for all programme areas as well as the
situation in the countries involved. The second part  briefly presents the territorial
factors of interest for the programme area. The final part of fers guidance on the
further use of ESPON results and tools. This is intended as an electronic

publication so map quality is generally high to allow users to zoom into specific
territories.

This factsheet does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the ESP ON Monitoring
Committee.

1 Europe 2020

Europe, with its member states and their regions, is more exposed to global

shocks and international competition than at any time before. As the world
becomes more interdependent this trend will continue and shape poli cy thinking
across sectors , borders and geographical scales. At the same time, Europe is
characterised by a large territorial diversity meaning that global developments

can imply rather different development possibilities and challenges for different
Europ ean regions and cities.

The differences are partly defined by major geographical structures such as urban

systems, access and connectivity, the geographical  specificity or population
density. At the same time, the differences are also spelled out in the | arger
development trends that affect an area , and the way and degree to which it is
affect ed.



The data , indicators and territorial evidence provided by ESPON provides insight

on both the main structures and larger territorial trends. The fine art is to id entify
what can actually be influenced by policy -making and, in particular, by place -
based policy and territorial cooperation related to your programme area

This chapter provides a selecti on of ESPON data related to Europe 2020
objectives of smart, susta  inable and inclusive growth, giving also hints as regards

the main thematic objectives envisaged in the draft regulations for the next

period of EU Cohesion Policy. The Europe 2020 Strategy aims to enhance smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth. This strategy has clear territorial dimension s.
However, achieving these goals is challenging in the crisis -driven times.
Furthermore, the economic disparities are growing as economic trends and the

crisis have various impacts on different parts of Europe.

In the following the traffic light for each indicator represents how your
programme territory compares to wider European and national medians where

green = your programme area performs better for that indicator, yel low =
similar, and red = worse.

In creating the  traffic lights the median was used as central value indicator for all
statistical variables due to its advantages (easy to interpret, it splits the statistical
distribution in half) but especially due to the constraints linked to the impossibility

of compu ting means for several indicators (Climate Change, Wind Energy
Potential etc.). Therefore, a special attention should be given in reading the
median values when the number of NUTS 2 regions is below 7. Using percentiles
implies also a high dependence of th e final results on the type of statistical
distribution. This fact should be considered when establishing the relative position

of a CBC Programme Area to a specific country.

EU 27+4 in Traffic Lights and box -plots means the EU Member States a s well as
Ice land, Li echtenstein, Norway and Switzerland 1 the ESPON space.

Smart growth

Smart growth refers to developing an economy based on knowledge and
innovation. In the framework of the Europe 2020 Strategy it means im proving the
EU's performance in  education , research/innovation and digital society

disparities in median value of
the CBCArea  the CBC Area EU-27+4 All CBC Areas Italy Switzerland*

Total Intramural R&D Expenditure (GERD).
Percentage of the GDP (2009)* A 2 1.0

Employmentinknowledge-intensive servicesas

percentage of totalemployment (2010) T E=s g2y EE il

43.6

Percentage of individuals regularly using internet

(2011)* 71.0 71.0 53.0

The value in front of each traffic-light represents the median value of the EU-27+4 space, of All CBC Areas, etc.
Thresholds for detecting disparities using the variation coefficient: low < 15%, medium 15 -30%, high >30%

Regional level of analysis: NUTS 2 *no data
Origin of data: EUROSTAT 2012

According to the ratio of employment in knowledge -intensive service to the total
employment in 2010, Italy -Switzerland CBC area has similar values to both the
EU27+4 space and all CBCs; slightly higher than ltaly a nd lower than

Switzerland. The distribution inside the CBC results in a medium level of internal
disparity. For the rest of the indicator we have no comparable data.



According to the classification of the KIT project, MAP 1 identifies two territorial
patte rns of innovation:

T 6Smart and creative diversification aread, in |
Ticino in Switzerland; Val d 6 Ao sltisadefaedd Bol zano/
by a low degree of local diversified applied knowledge, internal innovation
capacity, high degree of local competences, creativity and
entrepreneurship, external knowledge embedded in technical and
organizational capabilities;

T 6Appl iieedn csec ar e a 8Bwiss iGnsons tegion . It is associated to a
quite high generality and originality of science -based local knowledge, and
a high degree of attractiveness of knowledge coming from other regions

T 6Smart technological dqthpsides ¢, aet |theSW|sa¢oeneyo, in
of Valais; the Italian provinces of Verbano -Cusio-0Ossola, Biella, Vercelli
and Novara, Varese, Como, Lecce and Sondrio . It is defined by a high
product innovation level, with a limited degree of local applied science and
R&D endowment, and a high creativity which allows translating external
basic science and applied science knowledge into innovation.



MAP 1 i Territorial Patterns of Innovation (ESPON KIT project)
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Sustainable growth

Sustainable growth  refers to promoting a more resource efficient, greener and

more competitive economy. Within the Europe 2020 Strategy it means e.qg.
building a more competitive low -carbon economy that makes efficient,
sustainable use of resources, protect ing the environment, reducing emissions and
preventing biodiversity loss , capitalising on Europe's leadership in developing new
green technologies and production methods, and introducing efficient smart
electricity grids . In the framework of the Europe 202 0 Strategy it means  focus on
competitiveness, resource efficiency, climate change and biodiversity

disparities in median value of
the CBCArea  the CBC Area EU-27+4 All CBC Areas Italy Switzerland*

Wind energy potential high 1724 73939 78775 25597 2210

Ozone concentration* 8.6 6.0 24.9

Potential vulnerability to 0.11
climate change* '

0.12

The valuein front of each traffic-light represents the median value of the EU-27+4 space, of All CBC Areas, etc.

Thresholds for detecting disparities using the variation coefficient: low <15%, medium 15 - 30%, high >30%

Regional level of analysis: NUTS 2 (Wind energy potential), NUTS 3 (Ozone concentration, Potential vulnerability to climate change) *no data
Origin of data: ESPON ReRisk, ESPON INTERCO & ESPON Climate Projects

As far as sustainable growth indicators are concerned, data are only available for
the oO6wind energy potent i aAtcbrding to thish edataCth@ CB@ gi o n .

programme area has considera  bly lower wind energy potential than other EU -

27+4 or CBC regions. The median value (of the same indicator) of the CBC area

is also lower than that of Italy, and it is at around the same level as that of
Switzerland. Asim i | ar picture emerges when we | ook at the
combined adaptive capacity to climate change: BOX -PLOT 1 shows that almost all

NUTS3 regions of the programme have a weaker adaptive capacity than most

other EU -27+4 or CBC regions. At the same time the NUTS3 border -regions of

the programme  generally demonstrate a similar or slightly  higher value than the
national median of ltaly concerning adaptive capacity to climate change
According to MAP 2 Directive 11 has high territorial impact on fossil fuel
consumption in the  border region of Lombardy only.



MAP 2 - Territorial impact on fossil fuel consumption of Directive on the

promotion of clean and energy - efficient road transport vehicles (ESPON

ARTS project) forthe CBC Italy 71 Switzerland
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BOX-PLOT 1 i Combined adaptive capacity to climate change (ESPON
CLIMATE project) forthe CBC Italy i Switzerland

AfAdaptive capacity to(clandta ghareg®e intlidatesy thed ability or

potential of a system to respond successfully to climate change and variability,
and includes adjustments in behavio ur, resources and technologies.

1.0 —= —

0.9

|
1

w

(O}

>4

£

O 08—

w

= —

<

>

|

o

o 0.7

; r— —

E

o

<

<

S 0.6

w Novara
= ' Lecco
= —

‘}( Bolzano-Bozen Bolzano-Bozen | ®

2 05 Valle d'Aosta Valle d'Aosta ——
o

w

Z

o

=

o

o

0.4

0.3 ® * NUTS 3 regions of the Italy-Switzerland Cross-border co-operation programme
* NUTS 3 regions outside of the Italy-Switzerland Cross-border co-operation programme

I
EU27+4 CBC PROGRAMME ITALY
AREAS

How to read the box - plots?

The box -plot is a statistical and mathematical tool used to visualize numerical
data sets and to compare its statistical distribution.

Because it is used in exploratory analysis of databases, this representation is
sensitive to the quality of the central value selected to explain the symmetry,

shape and distribution variability. In the case of a box -plot, the most used central
value is th e median, because it has the quality of sectioning the data string into

two halves, so that 50% of the cases will be above the central value and the

other half will be below it. Since the purpose of the representation is to highlight

outl i ersd busdsaboxdhat,enconipasses half of the cases, i.e. values
that are in the range defined by the percentile of 25% and 75%. If a region has a

value in this box then it can be considered that it has, according to the variable in
question, a situation close to the average behavior of all regions analyzed.

When a region consistently deviates from the average profile of the analyzed
territorial context, this behavior will be noted in the chart only when certain
thresholds of statistical tolerances are exceeded, this being pointed in the
diagram with segments perpendicular to the middle box, segments called the
"whiskers".




Inclusive growth

Inclusive growth  refers to fostering a high -employment economy delivering social

and territorial cohesion. Within the Eur ope 2020 Strategy it mea  ns raising
Europebs empl oyment rat e, hel ping peopl e
change through investment in skills & training, modernising labour markets and

welfare systems, and ensuring the benefits of growth reach all part softhe EU . In
short the key factor s are employment and avoiding risk of poverty and social
exclusion.

The level of long -term unemployment and the rate of persons at risk of poverty of

the ltaly -Switzerland CBC programme are slightly below the EU -27+4 a nd other
CBC regi ons 0 -term unerhploymerd ratg is also lower than that of Italy,
and higher than that of Switzerland. Whereas, the rate of persons at risk of

poverty in the CBC region is similar to that of Italy and is lower than that of
Switzerland. The share of persons with upper secondary or tertiary education
attainment between the age o f25-64 and 20 -24 is lower than the same indicator

in the EU -27+4, other CBC regions or in the S witzerland, and is at the same level

as in ltaly. Italian NUTS3 border regions of the programme generally count for a

higher employment rate than the EU -27+4 or the all CBC areas median value s
(BOX-PLOT 2). In this regard, the region of Bolzano -Bozen in It aly stands out
among the other regions, having a considerably higher employment rate than the

relevant median values

The ESPON DEMIFER project has developed four scenarios to show how various

policy bundles can lead to different trajectories of developmen ts in population and

labour force until 2050. As far as the Italian side of the Italy -Switzerland CBC
programme is concerned, all scenarios foresee a positive change for the region of

Lombardy, whereas the picture is rather mixed concerning th e other ltali an
border regions. In these later cases, predicted changes in labour force range from
medium to high -level increase in the cases of drowing Social Europe 6 and
d&xpanding Market Europe 6 scenarios; and from moderate to medium -level

decrease in the cases of  d.imited Social Europe 6and d&hallenged Market Europe 6
scenarios. On the Swiss side of the border three scenarios (the Limited Social

Europe scenario is an exception) foresees a moderate to high -level of increase in
labour force for two of the reg ions, nam ely Valais and Ticin. Whereas, t hree out of
four scenarios expect a decrease in the labour f orce in the third border region of
Grisons (only the  d&xpanding Market Europe  6scenario predicts a moderate  -level of
increase here).
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